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COSTA RICA 


HEALTH MINISTRY REPORTS INCREASE IN LEPROSY 
San Jose LA REPUBLICA in Spanish 10 Jun 61 p 2 


|Text]) During 1980 there was an increase in the number of reported cases of 
leprosy, or Hanessen's disease, according to a report of the Department of 
Dermatology Hygiene of the Ministry of Health. 


Asked about the report, Dr Harry Hidalgo, director of the department, stated 
that the increase in reported cases does not mean that the ‘isease is spreading; 
he said the greater number of cases reported simply shows that people are losing 
their fears and mythe concerning the disease and are seeking examinations and 
assistance, 


For that official this is a positive sign because it coincides with the goal of 
the ministry, which is to acquire more control over such cases in the future, 
enabling it to take more effective action. 


Hidalgo said that the increase started in 1979, when Las Mercedes Sanitarium was 
closed, and what has happened is that patients afflicted with the disease no 
longer fear being confined in a special institution and are appearing for examin- 
ations, thus eliminating the chances for contagion. 


According to Hidalgo, Haneser's disease ia the least contagious of the trane- 
mittable diseases, and in order for someone to contract it, th must be in contact 
with a victia who is not under treatment and who has the bacillus, and he must 
be in contact with the victim over a long period of time. At the same time, he 
said it is easily cured, in contrast with other diseases, such as diabetes and 
hypertension. 


Hidalgo cited figures of the World Health Organization, according to which no one 
vho has worked with patients suffering from Hanssen's disease has contracted it 
since 1945, when the programs to treat the victims began. 


9015 
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CUBA 


BRIEFS 


DENGUE DISEASE«<The Public Health Miniatry [MINSAP] has reported on the emer- 
heney Measures ordered by the party and government to eradicate the aedes aegypti 
monquito, On 29 May 1981 the miniatry learned about an abnormal situation at the 
Leonor Peres Pediatric Hospital in the municipality of Boyeros which was 

caused by the presence of a certain number of patients whose clinical symptoms 
consisted of high temperatures, headaches, skin eruptions and bleeding, in 

some cases. Due to the large number of cases, some of them were transferred 

to other pediatric hospitals in the city. After the preliminary investigations 
and due to the large number of cases demanding medical attention at the emer- 
gency rooms, especially ir the Boyeros municipality, it was decided to create 

a working committee composed of epidemiologists, pediatricians, clinicians and 
virologists to investigate the epidemic outbreak. This committee reached the 
following preliminary conclusions: The clinical symptoms of the patients was 
very similar to those of the illness known as dengue. The possibility that 
they were cases of meningococcus or primary atypical pneumonia, was dismissed. 
The laboratory tests carried out on samples of serum taken from the patients 

as well as the capture of Aedes aegypti mosquitoes in the area made it possi- 
ble for the committee to assert that it was a form of dengue, different from 
the one which caused the epidemics in 1977 and 1973. It is estimated that the 
number of persons 111 with this variety of dengue throughout the entire country 
in somewhere around 100,000, even though the number of reported cases is 83,000. 
Of this, there have been 31 deaths, the majority of which have been children 
less than 15 years old. ([fxcerpte|] ([FL301251 Havana Domestic Service in 
Spanish 1045 GMT 30 Jun 81] 
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DOMINICA 


BRIEFS 


REFUSE CRISIS=-Roseau, Dominica, Wednesday (CANA)--Dominica's Medical Officer 
of Health, Dr. William Creene, has called on residents affected by the non- 
collection of refuse resulting from a atrike to assiat with the task, in order 
to prevent an outbreak of any disease. in a radio announcement, Dr. Green 
advised Dominicans in the Roseau suburbs affected that with dengue fever and 
other viruses around, action now in collecting their garbage might well avert 

4 serious epidemic. Daily paid workers at the state-run Housing Development 
corporation downed their tools nearly a month ago in support of their union's 
demand for a 45 per cent wage increase retroactive from July last year. The 
corporation has already stated that it is not in a position to meet the union's 
demands, noting that it was in arrears to the tune of over ECS$3 million. The 
corporation has said that it would blame the union, should there be any outbreak 
of disease. [Text] [Bridgetown ADVOCATE-NEWS in English 11 Jun 81 p 3) 


CSO: 5400 








INDONESIA 


BRIEFS 


MEASLES KILLS 52<<Jakarta, June 5S=--Measles has killed 52 people in 15 villages 
of central Java, provincial officials said today. The officiais said the mea- 
sles epidemic began in January with 772 people admitted to hospital or treated 
at local health centres so far. Moat of the victimea were children under the age 
of five. tLoeal health offietalse said lives could have been saved if vaccinations 


wad been carried out more rapidly. <-AP [Text] [Hong Kong SOUTH CHINA MORNING 
POST in English 6 Jun 61 p 4] 


CSO: 5600/4943 











LVORY COAST 


ENDEMIC DISEASES STILL CAUSE CONCERN 
Abidjan PRATERNITE MATIN in French 6-7-8 Jun 81 p 3 


[Excerpts] On Saturday JO May the fourth technical meeting of the various chief 
medical otficers in charge of rural health ended with a ceremony presided over by 
Minister of Public Health and Population Lazeni Coulibaly. 


in a brief speech, Dr N'Da Konan, director of public health and population stated: 
"Despite the fact that the epidemiological situation still concerns us a4 great <oal, 
there is no reason to worry too much about it. On the whole, public health goals 
set by the 1976-1980 plan have mostly been pursued, and results are encouraging. 
However, the struggle continues.” 


Having recalled the many difficulties still existing and the wish for better sup- 
port from authorities at the village level, Dr N'Da Konan also stressed that "the 
increasingly lower percentage of popular participation in treatment and vaccination 
campaigns and in the response to ‘nvestigating teams is preventing us from achieving 
good results and is wasting our resources by reopening problems we thought we had 
definitively defeated.” 


In relation to persistent endemic diseases, trypanosomiasis, leprosy, onchocerciasis 
and tuberculosis were mentioned. It appears that sleeping sickness is still a 
problem in the foci of Daloa, Bouafle and Abengourouw and requires constant follow- 
up. As for leprosy, Dr Delormes affirmed that methods of tracking it down must be 
improved. 


CSO: $4600/5195 











MALAYSIA 


DENGUE FEVER, CHOLERA REPORTED IN WEST, EAST MALAYSIA 


Sixty Cases of Dengue 


Kuala Lum-ur NEW STRAITS TIMES in English 27 May 81 p 5 





, PETALING JAYA, okeeman adde’ were in Kuala Selangor 
| Text} Tues. — Sixty cases of The latest suspected  iast month. 
suspected dengue [ase wa aiso reported =» Although statistics in- 
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Cholera Cases, Carriers 


Kuala Lumpur NEW STRAITS TIMES in English 27 May 81 p 9 


AUCHING, Ters. — Medical teams had 
‘Text |} Three sew cases of been sent to the affected 
cholera and a carrier arene © carry out in 
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Siate Medical De affected areas. 
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MALAYSIA 


BRIEFS 


NiW CHOLERA CABPS«-Kuching, Malaveia, June 6 (AP)==-Two cases of cholefa were 
roperted trom Kampung Kuhom in serian district thie week bringing te 15 the 
number of chelefa cases ifn the @tate sinee the outbreak in January thie year, 
); government etatemert eaid Saturday. Six carriers were aieo detected during 
the peried bringing co 37 the number of persone classified as carriers of the 
disease since the outbreak, The new victim, 4 We-year-old woman and 4 seven 
yeareold bey, are in hospital, the statement eaid. [Text] [Taipei THE CHINA 
POST in Omeglieh 7 Jun 81 p 2) 
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MOZAMBIQUE 


INFANT MORTALITY RATE RESEARCH PROJECT INITIATED 
Maputo WOTICTAS in Portuguese 27 Jun 81 p 12 


|ixcerpt |] The Ministry of Health and the Organization of Mozambican women (OMM) are 
preparing 4 fesearch project that will organize the collection of statistical data 
Oo. infant mortality in Mosambique, 


Dr Gertrudes Mendonca of the Ministry of Health stated to the MOZAMBIQUE INFORMATION 
AGENCY that research will begin in 5 of the country’s areas on | August. Over a 
period of 2 weeks, 12,000 Mozambican women will be queried about the number of 
children they have borne and how many have survived. 


The data collection process will continue annually for the next 5 years. According 
to Dr Mendonca, the project will provide Mozambique statistics on the fluctuation of 
infant mortality rates in different years and in various areas of the country. 


Mozambique does not have a data collection system that would allow the evaluation of 
the success or failure of the various sanitary measures adopted in the country since 


independence in 1975, 


The proportion of infant mortality in the country is approximately 150 deaths per 
1,000 birthe in the first year of life. 


The five areas tovolved in this research project include a fishing community in the 
northern part of the country, 4 rural area in the interior of the province of Niassa, 
the capital of Manica, the Vilaneulos dietrict--one of the lease. dev oped areas of 
the country~-and a fifth area covering two communal “sapula, one in 
lambetia and another in Gaza, 


Or Mendonca stated that the diversity of the areas chosen is the mou. . aportant 
aspect of the data collection. 


The cost of the project is estimated at 400,000 meticals and will be financed by an 
italian women's organization. In case the first phase of the project related to the 
firet year is successful, the UN will grant financial assistance in the future. 


cso: 00/5204 














INPANT MORTALITY: GAUSES, STATISTICS REVIEWED 
Maputo TEMPO in Portuguese 31 May 81 pp 20-23 


[Article by Antonio Marmelo: “Infant Mortality: Having Ten Children and Keeping 
Five" | 


[Excerpts| Our country is among those with the highest rates of infant mortality. 
Although the exact figure is not known, it is estimated that 150 children of each 
1,000 die before the age of 5. A very high rate of mortality, without parallel ex- 
cept in the most backward and underdeveloped countries, 


There are many causes and of course they 411 result from the primary cause, the na~- 
tion's underdevelopment, which in other words means poor nutrition for the majority 
of the population, And whether the child dies fromdiarrhea, an infection or from 
measles, he really died because he was an undernourished child. 


When the child is born, and assuming he is 4 healthy baby, an important choice must 
be made immediately: Should he be given mother's milk or artificial milk? Thies is 
not an insignificant decision. Although mothers should be aware of this, they are 
not. By custom, most women choose to breast-feed the child, giving it to their 
baby without knowing any better way. Mother's milk is good, the best that can be 
eiven the baby, but after 4 months it is no longer enough to meet the child's needs. 
And generally the mother does not give him anything else. This is where poor sutri- 
tion begine for this baby. For the other, the one who has been fed on powered 


milk, it may have begun even earlier, and this frequently happens among us. 
Measles and Hunger Cause Death 


in Our country women have not just one child, but many and without proper family 
planning, so that matters become worse. The couple does not decide when the next 
child will arrive. We just arrives. He may arrive while the last one is not yet 
1 year old and the pregnant mother immediately ceases breat-feeding. Then the 
baby's feeding goes from bad to worse. Prematurely without the mother's ailx, the 
child becomes undernourished, hence susceptible to every type of illness. These 
are the ones hardest hit by measles. Last year 50 percent of child deaths in the 
Maputo Central Hospital (HOM) were caused by measies. 

















Whe Should Bat heet? 


Poor child mutrition originates in the poor eating habite of the population, in 
their precarious economic situation and in the availability of foodetuffe, After 
the child ne longer gete the vital mother's milk, what does he eat! Parina!l Manice! 
And what elee? A little fice, but not quch! And, on holidays, he gets & morsel of 
meat or fish, Pruit? He eate what he can pick, The father, whe is the biggest and 
the bose, eate the best of everything, The mother and the older children are the 
next best fed, What is left goes to the smallest, Usually, there ie very little 
left, Result: poor sutfition, Prospects: very poor for these children, Let we 
now look at the figures from etudies made in Maputo, 


in @ study made thie year, covering 1,972 children whe had Maternal and Infant 
Health (SM1) care, it was found that of the children under 12 months of age 22.6 per- 
cent were underweight, This percentage inereased to 24 percent in children over | 
year and then fell to 12.5 pereent and 10.5 percent in children over } and 4 years 
of age, reepectively. Very high percenteges, ae can be seen, 


SMI a New Service 
SMI care is new, It did not exist before independence, 


Maputo, which, a6 the capital city, should have the highest rate of care, shows the 
following activity: in the first 3 months of 1961, 12,589 children came to the 17 
health centers for their first weight-control appointment. Thies number is est imated 
to represent 50 percent of the children born during the J-month period. 


Vaccination: Short-Term Solution 


in regard to vaccines, the first ones can be given to the baby, but those that re- 
quire more than one shot are hardly ever completed. And the vaccine can guarantee 
immunity only if all shote are taken, Thies point was greatly stressed when we 
visited the HOM Pediatrics Department. 


Last year half of the 1,430 children who died there had measles; 12 percent, pneu- 
monia and bronchial pneumonia; 5.1 percent, purulent meningitis; 5.1 percent, m-- 
laria; 4.9 percent, diarrhea; and 4.6 percent, tetanus (other than those “ying at 
birth). Ae we can see, more effective vaccination can reduce infen' om r**lity. 
This, moreover, has happened in the first 4 months of thie vosar. Through the month 
of April, 33 children died with measies. Poor swtrit'or can be overcome only over 
the long term. Meanwhile, negligence in using voceines can be overcome in the 
short run. It is necessary to educate nothers to take their responsibil t* os 
seriously. 


Broadening Experience 


Another new and favorable development in the health centers must be mentioned: the 
practical classes in nutrition. On a given day of the week, mothers vith under- 
weight hildren and 411 others who wish to, meet and are taught by the SMI personnel 
to cook varied dishes that can be made from what is available. Then the cooked food 
is eaten by all, first the children and then the adults. It seems to be the sort of 
work the OMM [Organization of Mozambican Women| could carry out very well in 


10 








factories and neighborhoods, in facet, an agreement hes been 
Minietey but, se far a8 we know, hardly anything hae yet been done 


level, 
New Wealth Cadres 


raining new health eadres will begin during the seeond half of thie year, They 
will be nurses of maternal and infant health, 4 new category not yet in existence 
At present ML care ie administered by persore diverted from other services, main 
midwives and hospital orderiies, Although the new cadre will not replace the mid 
wife, he ie prepared to assist deliveries. But their work will 
post-natal care, more directed toward prevention, in 5 yeare it 
1} cadres with 6 years of sehooling plus ) years of special training. 


| 


Thie training te part of a0 agreement signed late in 19786 between the Health Ministry 
am’ the UN Fund for Population Activities of the United Nations Development Program 
(UNDP /UNFPA), la thie program the UNDP will contribute $5,492,8675.00 and the RPM 
[People's Republic of Mozambique) will provide 64,251,376.90. In addition to train- 
ing theese cadres, the program will provide training and refresher courses for per- 
sone HOw working in the SMI a8 well a8 many programs and subprograms related to the 
SMi, 


Some General Data About Health and Child Care in Mozambique 


Population: 12,000,000 inhabitants 
Yopulation density: 15 inhabitants per square mile 
Grose birth rate: 45 percent [sic; per thousand? | 
Crose death rate: 19 percent (sic; per thousand? | 
Crowth rate: 2.6 percent 
Life expect: sey: 40 to 45 years 
Population under 15 years of age: 47 percent 
Rural population: 85 percent 
illiteracy: 80 to 85 percent 
Undernourished children 
(over 1 year of age): ~ percent 
rhysicians: 377 
Medical technicians: 90 
Nurses and orderilies: 2,406 
Preventive-health agents: 516 
Midwives: 435 
lospital beds: 12,633 (1.1 per 1,000 inhabitants) 
Central Hospitals: 3 
Provincial Hospitals: 7 
General or Rural Hospitals: 25 
Peychiatric Hospitals: “a 
Health Centers: 265 
liealth Stations: 6286 
AB Me 
cso: §400/5196 
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NEPAL 


BRIEFS 


MALARIA CASES~=Janakpurdham, June l6=-Many people are reported suffering from 
malaria in Dhanusha, Mahottari, Sarlahi and Sindhuli districts of Janakpur sone, 
According to report received here those suffering from the disease include 
children, old men and women and young men, The disease is mostly centered in 
the villages bordering India and in the vicinity of the Mahendra Highway, Chure, 
Kamala river and Marin rivulet. RSS [Text] (Kathmandu THE MOTHERLAND in 
Paglieh 17 Jun 81 p 2] 


1} GASTROENTERITIS DEATHS--Mahendranagar, June 9--Four persons, two each in 
Daiji village panchayat and Arjunit village panchayat, of Kanchanpur died of 
gastroenteritis recently, reporte RSS. Likewise, some nine persons reportedly 
died of the disease in Doti, Pitambar, Jhandaboj and Kaluwapur. Meanwhile, 
health workere and medicines have been dispatched to Arjuni village panchayat 
to check spread of the disease, the sector concerned said, Daiji village pan- 
chayat has not however received medicines or health workers so far, the villa- 
gere, said. [Text] [Kathmandu THE RISING NEPAL in English 10 Jun 81 p 3) 


TREATMENT OF TB PATIENTS--Birgun, June 5--Most of the inmates of Birganj jail 
are believed suffering from tuberculosis reports RSS. About fifty of the pri- 
esonere are under daily treatment of the disease and it is estimated that 75 per- 
cent of the total inmates are tuberculosis patients. According to 4 conserva- 
tive estimate, 6 percent of the prisoners are leprosy-stricken and the rest are 
suffering from various aliments as a result of inadequate amount of blood in 

the evatem. Tt is said the sick prisoners kept at jails other than the capi- 
tal’s are forced to make-do with poor diet when their lucky counterparts in 

the jails in Kathmandu and other adjoining areas such as Dhulikhel and Nakhu are 
fed with hundred grams of meat, egg, milk, clarified butter etc. The facilities 
for medical treatment at the Birgan{ jail are yet another story of rank negli- 
gence and indifference, it is widely felt. [Text] (Kathmandu THE RISING NEPAI 
in English 6 Jun 61 p 4] 
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NIGERIA 


Kaduna SUNDAY NEW NIGERIAN in English 31 May 61 p 9 
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ISETSE BIOLOGY CONFERENCE~-Latest development in teetee biology and conti9) 
well ase animal and human trypanosomiasis, their socio-cul 
use in Nigeria are to be examined at a national conference scheduled for Kaduna 
from Auguet 10 to 12, 1981. Organieed by the Department of Parasitology and Mnto- 
mology of the Ahmadu Bello University (ABU), Zaria, in conjunction with the Federal 
Department of Pest Control Services and the Nigerian 
hesearch, the conference is expected to be declared open by 
and Technology, Dr. Sylvester Ugoh. The Special Adviser to 
ity and Chairman, National Committee on Green Revolution, Dr. 
expected to deliver a keynote address. Meanwhile, a 
co-ordinator, Professor A.A. Llemobade of the Faculty 
Zaria, announced that in response to appeals for support 

significance of the conference, the Union Bank of Nigeria Limited has agreed to 
jJonate 5,000 Naira towards hosting the conference. [Text) (Kaduna NEW NIGERIAN 
in English 22 Jun 61 p 32) 


: 
cs 





MOSQUITO MENACE IN NSUKKA--Since the beginning and the end of the civil war the 
authorities of the University of Nigeria, Neukka have given deaf ears to the 
plight and suffering of the inhabitants of Neukka town and its environs over the 
menace of mosquitoes which have continued to multiply in millions daily in the 
main deposit of the sewage system in the University just behind the Police Post. 
it is mot an over-statement but to emphasize the obvious, that the main sickness 
now rampant among the people living around the Campus especially the area com- 
monly called ‘Beach’ ie malaria. This mosquito menace has affected villages 
like Obukpa and Aro Uno. During this period of heat, one hardly stays outside 
his room after 7.00 p.m. In fact it is better for a person to be attacked by 

a multitude of bees than to sleep in a room where sheltox or its like was not 
sprayed, and it has now become a cause to live in a house which was not ceilled 
aroun’ Beach area. Mosquito as we all know, is the chief carrier of the bac- 
teria calted Pasmodium and if this situation is not checked with despatch 
things may get out of hand. ([Ndubiel Asogwa) [Text] [Enugu DAILY STAR in 
fnglish 9 May 81 p 11] 
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REPORTS ON CONJUNCTIVITIS OUTARBAK CALLED EXAGGERATED 
Karachi MORNING NEWS in English 17 Jun 61 p 8 


[Text) Exaggerated reporte of the virue conjunctivitis which te atill continuing 
in the city have created a certain degree of panic amonget the people. 


A look at two of the hospitale in the city showed that not even a hundred people 
have been coming to it in the last two or three days. 


Reporte that over 20,000 people had come to the Jinnah Hospital for eye treatment 
were denied by ite Director Dr 8. A. Quresi yeaterday. 


He said that in fact only 27 people had come that day and added had 20,000 people 
come for eye care and cure there would have resulted an unmanageable situation. 


Talking to newemen yesterday he said that while there was seriousness enough to 
find out the causes of the virus conjunctivitis it was not correct to say that 
there was an epidemic in town. 


He stressed that at least 10 per cent of the population should be suffering for it 
to be called an epidemic. 


Dr Javed Alam Khan, Medical Supertentendent of the Abbasi Shaheed Hospital and 
a leading eye specialist said that in the last seven days about 1400 people had 
come to the hospital for treatment of the virus and about 50 people had come to 
the clinic in the same period. 


He felt that a large majority did not come to the hospitale and relied on clinics, 
doctors, schemiste and self-treatment. He said that as a result of the prevailing 
situation chemists in a number of areas had run short of medicines required for eye 
cure. 


However he said that it could be said now that the virus was subsiding. 


CSO: 5400/4605 
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PAKISTAN 


GAS POENTERITIS AGAIN HITS KARACHI AREA 


Eatimated 100 Cases 
Ke tachi DAWN in English 23 Jun 61 pp 1, 5 


[Text] Gasetro-enteritis which claimed over 50 lives in the city last year has 
again hit the city. Two children have so far died of this disease while over 60 
cases were reported to the three leading hospitale yesterday. 


Two infants from Orangi Township died in Abbasi Shaheed Hospital on Sunday last 
while 26 children were admitted for treatment yesterday. 


The areas from where gastro-enteritis cases were reported to the hospitals are: 
Malir, Jutland, Korangi Township, Golimar, Orangi and North Karachi Townships and 
old city areas, including Ranchore Lines, Ramewami, Tariq Road, Muhajir Camp, 
Mauripur, Kalri, Shershah, Dhobi Ghat, etc. 


Age-Group 


The children referred to the hospitals belong to the age-group of six months to 
12 years. But 12 grown-up people were also registered at the Casualty Department 
ot Civil Hospital. Twenty-six cases were admitted to the Abbasi Shaheed Hospital 
ond 16 at the JPGMC. The exact figures from leading private hospitals were not 
avallable but it is feared that the number of such cases might reach up to 100. 


The major cause of the outbreak of diarrhoea during the last two days could not 
be ascertained. But it is said that poor environmental conditions, low standard 
of hygiene, polluted water supply in the common underground tanks through KMC 
service line, and handpumps and tubewells, were considered to be the factors re- 
sponsible for the spread of intestinal diseases in the city. 


Main Cause 


Many residents at various places in the city are getting sub-soil water through 
wells dug up in their areas because of shortage of water. 


Generally the people of the distressed areas where water is not available in suf- 
ficient q antity, resort to tubewell and sub-soil water and become victims of such 
diseases. The areas from where such cases have been reported generally depend on 
sub-soil water supply, it is said. 


16 











In July last the epidemic had apread out in the old city area and had claimed 10 
lives from one locality alone. 


Observers said it was high time for the KMC to get the sub-soil water checked 
wherever used by residents making arrangements to provide potable water to them 
before it becomes too late. 


Since the monsoon ia near the KMC Health Department should also launch masse vacci- 
nation drive as a preventive measure observers said. 


Reporte Said ‘Exaggerated’ 


Karachi DAWN in English 26 Jun 81 p 18 
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PAKISTAN 


FOUR MUNDRED CASES OF GASTROENTERITIS REPORTED 


Karachi DAWN in English 25 Jun 61 p 10 
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PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF CHINA 


DROP IN TUBERCULOSIS RATE REPORTED 
OW160846 Beijing XINHUA in English 0832 GMT 16 Jun 61 


[Text] Beijing, 16 Jun (XINHUA)--China's tuberculosis rate has dropped by 
80-90 percent in urban areas and about 50 percent in rural areas since 1949, 
a senior health Ministry official said today. The official said a two-year 
national survey to establish the incidence and epidemic characteristics of 
pulmonary tuberculosis completed not long ago, shows TB as a cause of death 
has declined from the first in the early 19508 to the eighth now. The nation- 
wide random sampling was carried out by the ministry ard provincial health 
departments. The survey involved nearly 900 survey units, usually formed by 
a village or neighborhood committee, with between 1,000 and 2,000 people in 
each unit. More than 1.3 million people were examined and included people 
of all ages and in a wide variety of jobs. 


The prevalence of tuberculosis helped earn China the nickname "sick man of 

the East” in the past, but since the founding of the People's Republic in 

1949 the government has established a nationwide TB control network and trained 
more than 200,000 special medical workers in an effort to combat the disease. 
The efforts against tuberculosis include a publicity campaign on the disease, 
its control and treatment, and regular mass physical checkups and BCG (bacille 
calmette-guerin) vaccinations. 


it is estimated that China has about 6.63 million patients with active TV, 
0.717 percent of the population, and another 1.66 million, or 0.187 percent of 
the population, under observation because of TB bacilli in their sputum. More 
rural people suffer from the disease than urban people, the survey shows, and 
the incidence rises with age. The Health Ministry official said it has set up 
a TB center to oversee efforts by provincial and regional authorities to eradi- 
cate the disease. 


CSO: 5400 
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SPAIN 


BRIEFS 


PNEUMONTA THREATENS TOURISM--Madrid, June 14<-A mysterious pneumonia bug is 
threatening Spain's tourist industry which is the second biggest in the world, 
reports AFP. An unknown form of pneumonia broke out here six weeks ago, re- 
sulting in 3,000 hospital cases and 30 deaths. Travel agencies are worried 
that reports will frighten away tourists. Various theories of how victims 
catch the illness vary with some saying it is caused by bad cooking oils, 
while others blame disease ridden fruit, vegetables and poultry, or say it 

is carried by birds and dogs. There have been eight deaths in the past three 
days in Madrid, and the provinces of Segovia and Leon. Symptoms of this 
new type of pneumonia include a high temperature, headache and respiratory 
difficulties. [Text] [Kathmandu THE RISING NEPAL in English 15 Jun 81 p 1) 
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TALWAN 


BRIEFS 


rVPh <8 HEPATITIS RAMPANT ~<Heinchu=-The Dectors’ Associations in Heinehu and 
Miaoli counties feeentiy held 4 joint seminar urging physicians to be Sore 
attentive te the spread of type-B hepatitis, Type-8 hepatitis is prevalent in 
Asia and the Japanese government regards it as the most common affliction in 
that ineular country japanese medical authorities have been actively carrying 
out a series of preventive works againet it, The associations at the seminar 
suggested physicians take all patients’ blood samples in order to detect as 
many cases of the disease as possible and cure it early. [Text] [Taipei THE 
CHINA POBT in Pralieh 11 Jun 81 p 7] 


MENINGITIS CARRIPR<-Tainan=<-Li Chin=-chuan, director of the Pediatrics Depart 
ment in Previnecial Tainan Hoepital, recentiy urged the public to take every 
precaution against “Sanbanka Mosquitos” which are believed to carry “Japanese 
meningitis.” We said “Japanese meningitis” is a dreadfully contagious disease 
and the mortality rate ie high. Even though one survives the infection, Li 
stated, a person could etill ineur mental retardation of varying degrees. 
‘Text! (Taipei THE CHINA POST in English © Jun 81 p 7) 
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THALLAND 


BRIEFS 


DISEASE IN REFUGEE CAMPS--Kampuchean refugees etraddied along the Thai -Kampuchean 
border have contfacted 4 serious disease which doctors have failed to cure, 
Michal Wirawaithaya said yesterday, The family planning campaigner said that 
Thai doctors had discovered the disease technically called “schistosomiasic”™ 

is spreading through water along the border by 4 specie of enail, He added 

that the disease, which had never been discovered eleewhere apart from Thai- 
land, might have led to patients’ deathe, The discovery was reportedly sade 

by Mahidon University which coadueted a study on the disease on Khmer people 
suffering the disvase, he said. [Text] [Bangkok NAT.ON REVIEW in Bnglich 

i Jul B81 p 5 BR) 
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PARENTS URGED TO VACCINATE CHILDREN AGAINST POLIO 
letanbul HURRIVET in Turkish 9 Jun 81 pp i, 15 


{[Text| Professor Omer hedir, Chief of the Ghair for Children's Diseases at 
the Cerrahpasa Sehoo! of Medicine, saying that an increase in occurrences of 
children's polio ie neted during the summer monthe, warned “Don't let your 
children enter the water without having been vaccinated for polio.” 


Professor Omer Bedir stated that 4 great increase in polio is noted in the 
summer @onthe and that, consequentiy, it is absolutely necessary that children 
be vaccinated up to age nine. We went on to say thar: “Families should accom 
plish polio vaccinations at regular intervale and allow their children into the 
water only after this. in order for the vaccination to be given, 4 child gust 
be healthy. Additionally, they gust not suffer vomiting or diarrhea. The 
vaccination is given on an empty stomach with no eating or drinking for between 
1 and 1.5 howre after the shot. 


“Polio vaccinations should be accomplished three times, one after another, in 
the child's firet year. Subsequent to this, the shots should be received at 
regular intervale, to mean once during the child's second year, once during the 
fourth year, and once at age nine.” 


Professor Omer Bedir noted that the very hot weather ends people to the summer 
resorts for water sports, particularly during the hol taye. But he added that 
because the necessary precautions have not been taken, the sea is full of various 
traps a6 far as health is concerned. He continued as follows: “Undesirable 
situations arise when children in particular go in the sea without having been 
vaccinated. Mothers should sot permit their children to go in the water if they 
have not been innoculated against polio. 


“Purthermore, during the summer months, drinking water as well should be a subject 


of great concern. If there is any doubt a8 to the cleanliness of water it 
should absolutely be chlorinated. 


Chlorination of Vater 


Di inking water gust certainly be chlorinated if it does not com from the city 
water system or if there is no city water available in 4 particular place. 





fo accomplish chlorination ene can use the chlorine for sale on the market. To 
do this, make the main solution by first pouring 120 chlorine tablets into one 
liter of water, Then, from this solution put three drops inte one liter of 
water or one soup-spoonful inte 4 bucket of water, stir, and the water is ready 
for drinking. 


tvery Year Five Million Children Die... 


Furthermore, it was revealed that five million children in the world between 
the ages | and 5 die every year for lack of polio vaccinations, 


Specialists from 54 of Turkey's cities, whe will be in charge of the vaccination 
programs, are attending the “Seminar for the Development of Immunisation Ser- 
vices and People's Training” which has begun in Tusla. 


Deputy Minister Doctor Raver Senerdem, who is speaking at the seminar organized 
by the Health and Social Assistance Ministry in cooperation with the World 
Health Organization (WHO), pointed out the importance of immunization iy 

modern medicine and he said that in the course of the l8-day seminar every 
aspect of vaecination, from ite production to consumption, will be thoroughly 
and seriously explained. 


Doctor Shafa, an lranian who is representing WHO at the seminar, stated that, on 
the average, each year 18 million children are born in the world and he added 
the following: 


"Nevertheless, five million children between the ages of 1 and 5 are dying in 
the world each year because they haven't been vaccinated. In relation to 
this, the fact that the immunization seminar, which WHO has given to nearly 
100,000 doctors in 20 countries, has been set up in Turkey is both significant 
and encouraging. According to our research, if these efforts are seriously 
undertaken and allowed to continue we feel that by 1999 there will not be an 
wavaeccinated child left in the world.” 
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NEW SLERPING SICKNESS CASES-<In hie speech to the council of ministers session, the 
minister of rehabilitation, Masette Kuuya eaid there were reported new cases of 


sleeping sickness in Busoga and Bukedi. (Excerpt) [Kampala UGANDA TIMES in English 
21 May 81 p 3) 
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VENEZUELA 


BRIEFS 


TYPHOLD FEVER OUTBREAK==A military spokesman has reported the detection of 
some 132 cases of typhoid fever among soldiers stationed at the (Conofoima) 
military poet in San Juan de los Moros, Guarico State. The spokesman 
indicated that the affected soldiers have been isolated and there is on 
danger of an epidemic in the area. [PA261838 Caracas Radio Continente 


Network in Spanish 2100 GMT 26 Jun 61 PA) 
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VIETNAM 


BUBONITC PLAGUE IN THAI NGUYEN 


Two Pasteurella Pestia Stains Isolated 
anol CONG TRINH NOHIEBN GCUU KHOA HOC KY THUAT NAM 1976 1979 in Vietnamese p 45 


jixeerpt of article by Vu Van Long, Mountain Region College of Medicine|] In April 
1978, bubonic plague occurred in the area of the Thai Nguyen lIron-Steel Complex and 
within the city of Thai Nguyen iteelf, The Mountain Region Branch of the College of 
Medicine isolated two strains of bacteria with the characteristics of Pasteurella 
pestis: 


“one strain from 4 male patient, 23 years old, in the Ilron-Steel Complex hospital, 
who died 3} days after oneet of disease, 


--one strain from a female patient, 60 years old, in the Thai Nguyen Polyclinic, who 
was cured and discharged after / days. 


Observations On Clinical Diagnosis, Treatment 
Hanoi CONG TRINH NOHIEN CUU KHOA HOC KY THUAT NAM 1976, 1979 in Vietnamese p 36 


[ixcerpt of article by Ma Van Xuan, Mountain Region College of Medicine] In April 
and May 1978, bubonic plague occured in Thai Nguyen City, concentrated in the Iron- 
Steel Industrial complex. 


The Thai Neuyen Polyclinic admitted 85 patients. During clinical treatment, 47 out 

of 85 cases were diagnosed as plague. in 3 out of 47 cases: Gram staining of serum 
drawn from inflamed lymph gland showed ovoid bacteria taking on dark coloration on both 
ends. Isolates of bacteria from these 3 cases showed 1 case with bacteria containing 
the characteristics of Pasteurella pestis. 


Aget Seen in all age brackets from 1 to 60, 


Forms of Disease: Buboes only. Infected lungs, and blood, or hemorrhaging vere 

not encountered. Not 4 single patient was admitted in a state of dizziness, vascular 
collapse or hypotension. Especially noteworthy, there was no mortality (which we 
credited to treatment with heavy doses of antibiotics right at the outset). 


tuboes appeared mostly inthe groin, then in the neck and armpits, etc.; were of various 
sizes; appeoredeingly or many and in one or many spots. It is to be noted that buboes 
were inflamed and very painful, impeding patient mobility. 


there were symptoms of severe bacterial infection, and fever reaching 368.5°-40° Celsius; 
headache, aching all over thebody, and severe fatigue. 
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CHILD DEATHS HALVED IN MEASLES WAR 
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MALAYSIA 


Kuala Lumpur BUSINESS TIMES in English 27 May 81 p 6 


OUTBREAK OF FOOT-AND-MOUTH DISEASE IN SELANGOR STATE 


[Excerpta] 
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MOZAMB LQUE 


BRIEFS 


RABLES VACCINATION CAMPAIGN=-More than 2,152 dogs and 235 cats have already been 
vaccinated in the Boane, Matola and Machava localities during the rabies vaccinatica 
campaign that opened on 10 June in the province of Maputo. The number of animals 
vaccinated in these areas is lower in previous years. According to information pro- 
vided by a source close to the campaign, this is due to the fact that there is apathy 
and a Lack of motivation within the general population. The situation is serious 
enough in some areas--Boane is one of them=-that the same source stated that the 
campaign will probably have to be repeated in this locality. [Excerpts] [Maputo 
NOTICIAS in Portuguese 27 Jun 81 p 2) 
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BRIEFS 


CATTLE DISEASE ATTACKS TESO--A Large number of cattle in Soroti Dietrict are re- 
ported to have died as a resulc of an outbreak of foot and mouth disease. The 
disease is feared to have apread to other areas of Teso. District veterinary of- 
ficials have attributed the cause of the disease to the Karamojong cattle which un- 
til recently, were grazing in areas along the border with Teso. "Measures are 
being taken to contain the disease," a veterinary official said. Farmers had 
been told to cooperate by observing quarantine .estrictions now strongly in force. 
A type of cattle disease which mainly attacks lunge has broken out in north Teso 
areas of Obalanga, Kapelebyong and Acwa. But sources in the ministry of Animal 
Industry and Fisheries headquarters in Kampala said the ministry was doing every- 
thing possible to rush the drugs to control the disease. Farmers have been asked 
to approach the veterinary field staff in the affected areas. (Text) [Kampala 
UGANDA TIMES in English 20 Jun 81 p 4) 
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VLETNAM 


FISH EPIDEMIC IN NGHE TINH PROVINCE DISCUSSED 
Hanoi KHOA HOC VA DOI SONG in Vietnamese | Apr 81 p 7 
[Article by Engineer Ha Quang Hien: About The Fish Epidemic in Nghe Tinh) 


{Text} Editor's Note. We have received many letters 
inquiring about the current fish epidemic in Nghe Tinh, 
Tran Trung Hao, Postal Box 74-79; Phan Sinh Vien, teacher 
at Nguyen Du Level-3 school, Nghi Xuan District; Tran Dinh 
Ngo, Postal Box 4T-1276; Nguyen Nam Hai; People's Committee, 
Hung Thai Village, Hung Nguyen District; Le van Chuyen, 
Ministry of Finance, and many other readers said that fish 
in Nghe Tinh, particularly black fish, pond catfish and a 
number of fresh water fish, have died en masse. The fish 
skin is ulcerated, fins have come off, the flesh has 
become rotten, and white cotton-like tufts are seen on 

the body of a diseased fish. Some fish have lost almost 
all their flesh, and only their head and bones are left. 
The expanding epidemic is moving toward the north. 


The Ministry of Maritime Products has sent cadres into 
Nghe Tinh to study and solve the problem. in response 
to the request of our readers, Engineer Ha Quang Hien 
(Ministry of Maritime Products) discusses this fish 
disease below. 


Large-scale fish epidemics frequently occur in many countries in the world. Epidemics 
affect chickens, hogs, oxen, rice, and even humans; hence fish epidemics are nothing 
new. But since fish live under water, completely away from humans, many of us who 
know little about fish life look upon these epidemics with surprise. Such lack of 
knowledge easily gives rise to unfounded, even absurd, inferences, to concern, 
confusion , etc. 


According to our preliminary investigation, the current fish epidemic in Nghe Tinh 
is caused by bacteria and a number of parasites. There are primary and secondary 
diseases. 


The primary disease is caused by bacteria. These destroy muscle and skin cells, 
causing ulcers on the fish body. These ulcers open the way for parasites such as 
Saprolegnia, Ithyoptheridius, fish lice, etc., to enter the body leading to secondary 
diseases, The Saprolegnia infection develops into white cotton-like tufts on the 
fish body, and this parasite alone is enough to make fish gravely sick and die en 





These are common fish diseases, which in the past happened occasionally in many 
places; however, the Nghe Tinh epidemic is an unprecedented one in terms of scale and 
duration (since June 1980), 


The cause of the epidemic is rather complex, The germs of disease are always present 
in Mature, but they do not create epidemics because they are controlled by resistance 
from other kinds of microorganisms and substances, and neutralizing action of a number 
of viruses, Due to changes in environment=-temperatures, pH, and mineral composition-- 
these constraints are reduced, creating conditions favorable for the disease carrier 
to multiply vigorously and reach epidemic proportions, Water circulation helps an 
epidemic spread from one water area to another. Worse still, the moving of affected 
fish from one region to another further facilitates the spread. in Hung Thai (Hung 
Neuyen, Nghe Tinh), for instance, the people were afraid to eat diseased pond fish 
aad on one occasion threw 2 quintale of fish into the local river, thus contributing 
to the spread of the disease. Moreover, fish in areas previously not affected are 
more prone to becoming seriously ill because they Lack hereditary immunity. 


it is not difficult to treat these diseases, especially those caused by Saprolegnia, 
ithyoptheridius, fish lice, ete. We can eliminate these parasites with such simple 
chemicals as green malachite, copper sulfate, potassium permanganate, blue methyl, 
etc, Against bacteria, we must use antibiotics such as chloramphenicol, terramycin, 
streptomycin, and so forth. But, we are now short of these antibiotics, and large- 
scale treatment requires a corresponding investment in both human and financial 
means. As a result, the cost of treating fish disease is higher than the cost of 
fish iteelf, That is why the present focus is on ways to prevent the diseases from 
spreading further. First of all, we must absolutely not transport fish and devices 
to ecateh and contain fish from one place to another, even within a village, a hamlet, 
or a cluster of houses. We must pick up all dead fish, dig pits to bury them on 

the spot after covering them with lime powder. Burial without treatment with lime 
powder will not exterminate germs. 


Fish diseases do not endanger humans. However, fish which have died from disease 
become rotten easily, and rotten meat--even from healthy fish--always makes people 
sick. So we should not eat dead fish. Domestic animals can eat dead fish, but 
only freshly dead and slightly affected ones, and only after overcooking. 


The main problem now is to restore the lost resource, step up fish breeding to 
produce fish for consumption in the days to come. The fish which have survived the 
epidemic have good resistance and immunities, so they can be used to reproduce 
breeding stock. We must concentrate them and rear them properly in decontaminated 
ponds. We must drain all other ponds, expose their bottoms to the sun, cover them 
with Lime and treat them with bactericidal chemicals to exterminate germs. 
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AN LMAL 


SOUTHERN PROVINCE RUNS OUT OF CORRIDOR DISEASE CONTROL CHEMICALS 


Lusaka TIMES OF ZAMBIA in English 25 Jun @1 p 2 


[Excerpt] 


THE Veterinary and 
Tsetse Control Depart- 
ment in Southern Pro- 
vince has run out of 


chemicals for cattle dip- 
ping to control livestock 
bugs like corridor disease 
which recently hit Monze 
west. 


Provincial veterinary of- 
ficer, Dr Masivayan Batase- 
bramaniam who confirmed the 
chemicals short in Choma 
on Twesday. said he had asked 
Monre district council to per- 
wade cattle owners to form 
dipping tank committees as 
part of the campaign against 
the tick-borne disease. 

It was reported a few months 
ago that 2.000 heads of cattle 
hed died from the desease in 
Monre. 


Reducing cases 


In his report to the provin- 
cial council meeting in Liv- 
ingsione last Friday. Mone 
governor, Mer Shadreck 
Vieumiews, «while commen- 
ding the Government for 
reducing cases of the corndor 
divease im bis district, felt that 
the Vetermary and Teetee 
Control Department had run 
short of drugs to fight livestock 
diseases. 

He appealed to the depart- 
ment io take “positive steps 
'o ensure that the divease did 
not recur. but Dr 
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GUYANA 


BRIEFS 


MORE MOBQUITO SPRAYING@==<The Public Health Department will be using 900 gailone 
of G1) this @onth te spray breeding places of Mosquitoes and flies, 4 spokesman 


for the Department said yesterday The Department's workmen would be spraying 
drains, canals, refuse dumps an’ other places where flies and Hosquitoes are 
likely te breed, The official explained that @embere of the public Sight fot 
see workmen epraying Grains and trenches presentiy but thie was due to the 
rainy seasen, He pointed out tat external spraying wae not effective during 


wet weather becauee the drains tend te wash the o11 away. We eaid however that 


they were continuing their programme of epraying the markets. [Text] | George- 
town GUYANA CHRONICLE in Bnglieh 20 May 61 p 11] 
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PESTICIDE LABS TO BE BSTARLIGHED In POUR STATES 


Kaduna WEW NIGERIAN in English 21 Jun Oi p 5 
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NIGERIA 


BRIEFS 


PESTS DESTROY CROPS=-More than 60 per cent of cassava farms in Nigeria with an 
estimated monetary value of about NJ billion hase been destroyed by peste called 
mealy bug and greenepider mites. Consequentiy, the production of garri which 

is the major staple food in the country te facing a bleak future, This die- 
closure was made at Umuahia by the acting director of the National Root Crops 
Research Inetitute, Umudike, Umuahia, Dr L. &. Ene. He indicated that about 

}2 mtllion tonnes of various root and tuber crops worth more than N5.2 billion 
were produced annually in the country, starting that any threats in terme of 
disease or peste to root crops should be regared as very serious threats to man- 
kind. [ae published) Dr Bne then called for concerted efforts by the government 
to arrest the epread of the deadly cassava disease, remarking that root crops 
provide 55 per cent of the calories needed by the Nigerian populace. The acting 
director aleo disclosed that given the necessary resources, the institute could 
play a major role in contributing to making the nation self-sufficient in food 
production. [Text] [Bnmugu DAILY STAR in English 4 Jun 81 p 16) 
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DLCO TO HELP CONTROL MIGRATORY PESTS 
Kampala UGANDA TIMES in English 21 May 61 p 3 


|\Bxoerpt) The Desert Locust Control Organisation of Bastern Africa (DLOO) will 
aseiet Uganda in the control of migratory peste which destroy crops and cause dis~- 
eases to plante and human beings. 


Sudan's minister of state for agriculture and outgoing chairman of the Organisa~ 
tion's council of ministers Dr Muhammed Hassan el Jack, disclosed recently in 
Mbaie during an exclusive interview with the “Uganda Times.” 


HWasean told the DILCO director general, Mr Daniel Wako, minister of rehabilitation, 
Mr Masette Kuuya and the permanent secretary in the ministry of agriculture, Mr 
Jacob Ogwang, that plane to provide the necessary aid are already underway. 


Uganda stands to gain from the organisation's proposed integrated programme to 
diversify projects and expansion of personnel and operational facilities within the 
financial and professional capability of the body, he said. 


The minister revealed that the Buropean Economic Community (EBC) had granted the 
organisation 24m/~ (3 m dollars) to finance the programme. 


Additional funds to complete the 50.4m/~ (6.3m dollars) projects will come from 
the United Nations Food and Agricultural Organisation (FAO) and Centre for Over- 
seas Pesticides Research (COPR) of the United Kingdom ministry for overseas de- 
velopment and administration. 


Outlining some of the remarkable achievements of DLCO since its inception 20 years 
ago, Hassan noted that despite the pressing problems of political, economic and 
social nature, the organisation had successfully brought under control the menace 
of migratory peste. 


He eaid that without the presence of the body, a population of over 100,000,000 
people in the region would have been in danger. But the organisation had to plan 
in advance to array fears of an international crisis of food shortage predicted 
within the next twenty years. 


Uganda has asked the seven-member-state organisation, which is based in Addis 
Ababa, Ethiopia, to apply adequate measures against tsetse flies and army worms 
in the country. 
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